Chronic oral etoposide in non-small cell lung carcinoma.
25 consecutive inoperable or extended non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) patients (19 non-chemotherapy pretreated, 6 non-heavily pretreated) were given oral etoposide, 50 mg/m2/day for 21 successive days, every 4 weeks. 5 partial responses (PR), 9 disease stabilizations were achieved; the overall response rate of 20% (95% confidence interval, 4% to 36%) or 26% in non-pretreated patients. Median survival and PR duration probabilities were 6.7 months and 6.3 months, respectively. Alopecia excepted (96% of patients), non-haematological toxicity was mild. Haematological toxicity WHO grade II+III mainly consisted of leukopenia (28%).